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SUB J : PEOPLE'S DAILY COMMENTATOR ON THAI STUDENT MOVEMENT 
REF: A. HONG KONG 10419; B. WR 42 

SUMMARY. PEOPLE S DAILY OCTOBER 18 COMMENTATOR ARTICLE CARRIES 
FIRST AUTHORITATIVE PRC COMMENT ON THE OVERTHROW OF THE 
"THANOM-PRAPHAT CLIQUE" IN THAILAND. THERE IS NO MENTION 
OF THE SANYA GOVERNMENT OR US INVOLVEMENT. END SUMMARY 

1. NCNA OCTOBER 18 CARRIES PEOPLE S DAILY COMMENTATOR ARTICLE 
WITH FIRST DENUNCIATION OF "THANOM-PRAPHAT CLIQUE." IT SAYS THAT 
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SUPPRESSION" OF THE THAI AUTHORITIES, "THE THAI RULING CIRCLES 
BECAME PANIC STRICKEN AND THANOM KITTIKACHORN AND PRAPHAT 
CHARUSATHIEN WHO HAD BEEN IN POWER FOR MORE THAN TEN YEARS WERE 
FORCED TO STEP DOWN." THE ARTICLE SAYS THAT THE "THANOM PRAPHAT 
CLIQUE HAD PURSUED A DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICY IN CONTRAVENTION 
OF THE NATIONAL INTERESTS OF THAILAND. A POLICY THAT COMPLETELY 
RAN COUNTER TO THE ASPIRATION OF THE MASSES OF THE THAI PEOPLE 
FOR SAFEGUARDING INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY AND FOR DEMOCRACY 
AND FREEDOM. THIS AROUSED STRONG DISSATISFACTION AND RESISTANCE 
AMONG THE THAI PEOPLE." IT CONCLUDES, "THE STRUGGLE OF THE THAI 
STUDENTS AND PEOPLE IS JUST. ALTHOUGH THANOM AND PRAPHAT HAVE 
BEEN FORCED TO STEP DOWN, THE JUST DEMAND OF THE THAI STUDENTS 
AND PEOPLE HAS NOT BEEN REALIZED. THE CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN THE 
THAI PEOPLE AND THE RULING CIRCLES REMAIN VERY ACUTE. THE THAI 
AUTHORITIES MAY CONTINUE THEIR ARMED REPRESSION OR RESORT TO 
DECEITFUL TRICKS, BUT THEY CAN NEVER STOP THE ADVANCE OF THE 
STUDENT MOVEMENT AND PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE." 

2. COMMENT. THIS AUTHORITATIVE COMMENTARY ON EVENTS IN THAILAND 
IS THE FIRST DENUNCIATION OF THE "THANOM-PRAPHAT CLIQUE" 

SINCE THE STUDENT CONFRONTATION BEGAN. WHILE CLEARLY CONDENMING 
THE DEPOSED LEADERS AND ASSERTING THAT THE CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN 
THE RULING CIRCLES AND THE PEOPLE REMAIN VERY ACUTE. THE CHINESE 
DID NOT MENTION THE SANYA GOVERNMENT AND PEKING'S OPTIONS REMAIN 
OPEN. UNLIKE HANOI'S COMMENTS (REF B), PEKING DOES NOT LINK THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS TO THE THAI COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE "PEOPLE STRUGGLE" 
NOT TO THE NEED FOR INDEPENDENCE FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

DEAN 
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